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On Sunday, December 22, squadrons, I do not
know how many, rained yperite on Imru's advanced
party. For the first time in the history of the world,
a people supposedly white used poison gas upon a
people supposedly savage. To Badoglio, Field Marshal
of Italy, must be attributed the glory of this difficult
victory.

Some were blinded, When others saw the burns
spread upon their arms and legs and felt the increasing
pain, whose source and end they could not under-
stand and for whose cure they had no medicine,
Imru's men broke and fled. The moral effect was
even more terrible than the material. From their
easy perches in high heaven the Italians could see
with their own eyes, and with a feeling of rich treasure
trove, an Ethiopian force jerked suddenly backward,
horrified and scattered. Bombing had never shown
such fine aesthetic results. Total dispersion.1

Bombing with explosives had little moral effect on
the levies in open country. They had an obscene jest
about the aeroplanes which showed no great respect,
and the Ethiopian has always endured ordinary gun-shot
or shell wounds with a stoicism which no European
could equal. Heavy artillery fire had few terrors for
them. Two things got 'under their skin.* One was
the bombing of villages and of groups of women working
in the fields. The tribesmen had a savage's belief that
women were not fair game. The other was the use of
gas, which seemed to them a kind of physical contamina-
tion like leprosy. From their simpler point of view the
Ethiopian had evolved rules of war similar to those
which nineteenth century Europe had codified, and
1G. L. Steer, Caesar in Abyssinia, 233.